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health, and 'intellect becomes the dominant
force* But we shall advance beyond even
that, and indeed we have begun to advance.
Buddhism and the Stoic philosophy were
movements dictated more by reason than by
emotion, which recognised the elements of
pain and sorrow as inseparable from human
life, and suggested to man that the only
way to conquer evils such as these was by
turning the back upon them, cultivating
indifference to them, and repressing the
desires which issued in disappointment.
Christianity was the first attempt of the
human spirit to achieve a nobler conquest
still; it taught men to abandon the idea
of conquest altogether; the Christian was
meant to abjure ambition, not to resist op-
pression, not to meet violence by violence,
but to yield rather than to fight.

The metaphor of the Christian soldier
is wholly alien to the spirit of the Gospel,
and the attempt to establish a combative
ideal of Christian life was one of the many
concessions that Christianity in the hands
of its later exponents made to the instincts
of men. The conception of the Christian
in the Gospel was that of a simple, uncom-
plicated, uncalculating being, who was to